
St Luke Music Ministry 
 

"Music is integral to the liturgy. It unifies those gathered to worship, 
supports the song of the congregation, highlights significant parts of 
the liturgical action, and helps to set the tone for each celebration." 
(U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Built of Living Stones, November 
16, 2000)  

Music Ministry is one of the most important areas of service to the liturgical 
life of a parish.  St. Paul advised the Colossians to “let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, 
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God.”  That is the calling of every member of the worshiping assembly.  But 
it is the special calling of music ministers to teach, encourage, inspire, and 
lead by example.  

Here are many ways the musically-inclined at St. Luke can serve: 

Cantors and Psalmists.  Individual cantors (men and women) are important leaders of the singing 
assembly.  They may direct the congregation’s participation in the Entrance or Recessional songs, lead 
the singing of Mass parts like the “Glory to God” or the “Holy, Holy,” especially at Masses when no choir 
is present.  The Psalmist (who may or may not be the same person as the Cantor) serves in the Liturgy 
of the Word, proclaiming the Responsorial Psalm and leading the Acclamation and Verse before the 
reading of the Gospel.  Cantors and Psalmists should be strong singers with excellent projection, pitch, 
and diction, and a confident sense of leadership and ministry. 

Liturgical Accompanists. Supporting the singing congregation through accompaniment is equally 
important to vocal leadership, and provides the melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic foundation for nearly 
the entire music liturgy.  Occasionally, the accompanist must play quietly or improvise under the 
liturgical action, or have the discernment to allow for silent worship or unaccompanied singing by the 
congregation.  
 

Choirs: The role of choirs has been always special in the Roman liturgy. All the liturgy documents, even 
the earliest refer to the role of the choir. But, the role has changed over the last 50 years from one of 
exclusively singing for the people to one of singing with the people and enhancing the people’s prayer.  

Choirs are a group of dedicated singers who wish to praise the Lord in a special way. The choir 
supports the congregation in song, never taking the place of full congregational singing, but rather 
enabling and complimenting it. There are times the choir can add another dimension to the music of the 
Mass. For instance, the choir can sing the verses of the “Glory to God” or the psalm with harmony, while 
the congregation joins in the refrain. Sometimes the choir sings alone in a special choral piece that 
inspires the congregation in prayer. The choir can add to congregational singing also through use of 
harmony, descants and special arrangements that add excitement and joy to our hymns. All of this 
requires people who are willing to devote some time and effort and in return receive the special 
blessings of service – increased prayer life, Christian fellowship, and the enjoyment of just singing! 

Music at the Weekend Masses: 

Saturday, 5:30pm: On most Saturdays music accompaniment is provided by an organist and singing is 
lead by two cantors. The music styles range from traditional to more recently composed liturgical music. 
Music Minister Contacts: Betty Hurt, Organist; Bob and Elizabeth McAdams, Cantors 492-5436 



• Sunday, 8:30am: Music ministers are Chris Urrurtia, keyboard accompanist and Margo 
Schwirian, Cantor. Chris may be reached at 218-7720 and Margo at 681-2244. Music style is 
traditional to contemporary. 

Choirs:  

It isn’t necessary to read music to be a choir member. In fact many of our choir members don’t 
read music. They simply have the ability to carry a tune and catch on in rehearsal. All members 
have a desire to pray and share their prayer with our community. You don’t have to have a solo 
quality voice to sing in the choir. When several voices sing they blend together and we are not 
dependent on the quality of individual voices. Don’t be hesitant about joining because you don’t 
think you are “good enough”. 

• Sunday 10:00am Choir:  This choir sings mostly contemporary music repertoire and is usually 
accompanied by piano and/or guitar, and occasionally percussion and other instruments.  
Rehearsals are held on Sunday mornings before the 10am Mass. Contact: Don Walheim 
phone 436-5755    

• Sunday 11:30am Choir: This choir at St. Luke consists approximately 30 men and women, 
grouped in sections by voice type (sopranos, altos, tenors, basses)and is accompanied by 
usually by organ or piano. Rehearsals are held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30pm in 
the church. We also meet before Mass in the St. Joseph’s room to warm up. During the summer 
months of June, July and August we forego Wednesday rehearsals and practice only on 
Sundays before Mass.  

Come join us! We need voices in all sections. Come by rehearsal some Wednesday night and 
try us out or just come at the 11:30am Mass and let the Choir Director know you are interested. 
Director: Bob McAdams 492-5436; Organist Betty Hurt 

• Sunday 1:00pm Coro Luz de Cristo is St. Luke parish’s own Spanish-language music 
ensemble, with vocalists and instrumentalists dedicated to providing music for the liturgy in 
Spanish at 1:00pm on Sunday.  Like all the other choirs at St. Luke, music-reading ability is not 
required, but a dedication to ministry and service is!  Women, men, and teens are welcome, as 
well as guitarists, and other instrumentalists.  Rehearsals are held on Monday evenings at 
6:30pm.  Contact: Galo Gutierrez 509-6197 
 

• Sunday 4:00pm Choir: The St. Luke Youth Music Ministry’s primary mission is to provide a 
contemporary style of music for the 4:00pm Sunday Liturgy and is open to anyone who wants to 
sing or play an instrument. The music crew rehearses every Sunday at 3:00pm in the St. 
Joseph Room. Contact: Miguel Ochoa 643-6622 

• Bereavement Choir.  This choir is devoted to providing uplifting music and vocal support for 
funeral liturgies. Perfect for seniors who like to sing, or other adults who prefer daytime 
weekday service rather than the evening rehearsals and Sunday services of the above choirs.  
Contact: Dottie Knodell 734-4176 
   
 


